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TED TALK-Style Annual Meeting

Dance with Your Family at the Dreidel Ball on December 9th!

For its latest Town Hall annual meeting, UJA-JCC Greenwich has 
embraced the TED TALK template and lined up several dynamic speakers 
with ideas well worth spreading – quickly! On Wednesday, December 12 
at 7:30 pm, three authors will take the Greenwich Arts Council stage 
(299 Greenwich Avenue) in sequential bursts of 12-minute talks. The 
authors have been asked to expand on and illuminate this theme:  “How 
Religion, Rescue and Repair Create a Community of Culture and Caring.”  

First up will be Tal Keinan, who will encapsulate his new book, God Is in 
the Crowd: Twenty-First-Century Judaism. 
Drawing on crowd wisdom theory 
to discern what has enabled Judaism 
to survive dispersion and dissent, the 
financier and former Israeli combat 
pilot will propose some daring scenar-
ios for Jewish viability.

Next at the mic will be Sally Kohn, 
CNN commentator, columnist and 
author of The Opposite of Hate: A Field 
Guide to Repairing Our Humanity. 

Kohn will unpack the ills plaguing today’s political culture, and advance 
an alternative vision of empathy, humanitarianism and goodwill, even with 
those whose views we abhor.

The evening’s third and final talk will feature Rebecca Erbelding, archi-
vist, curator and historian at the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum. Her 
book Rescue Board: The Untold Story of America’s Efforts to Save the Jews of 
Europe, tells the epic tale of the War Refugee Board, created by F.D.R. in 
January 1944 to help save European Jews.

Attendees will have the chance to 
vote for UJA-JCC Greenwich’s 
2019 leadership and to salute its 
transformative tikkun olam activities. 
The event is co-sponsored with the 
Jewish Book Council, and is free 
and open to donors of $18 or more 
in 2018. Dessert and coffee will be 
served. Your RSVP is requested; please 
visit ujajcc.org or call 203-552-1818.

Filled with white-knuckle drama, Jewish history 
imbues our traditions and holidays and adds to 
their excitement. Hanukkah is a prime example. 
That’s why the Maccabee spirit pulses through 
the annual PJ Library Dreidel Ball, making it an 
action-packed favorite for young and old. This 
year’s festivities, scheduled for December 9, 12 
noon to 2 pm, are a case in point. Dubbed “The 
Premiere Hanukkah Party in Greenwich,” the 
community-wide affair boasts a stellar program 
headlined by DJ Adam to rock the house (and the 
ages). Revelers will enjoy family-friendly dancing, 
cookie decorating, crafts and a kosher lunch 
including chicken fingers, latkes and sufganiot. 

Of course, no PJ Library Hanukkah bash would 

be complete without a mitzvah component, and a 
community service project is planned. Under the 
rubric of “Coloring Books, Stickers and Crayons,” 
families are invited to donate materials for the 
Pediatric Surgery Department of the Maria Ferrari 
Children’s Hospital in Westchester. Donations 
should meet the special physical requirements 
of this hospital trauma unit. They need to be 
lightweight, easy to lift and fun to use. For children 
in recovery from major surgeries and illness, thin 
coloring books and eight-pack crayons fit the bill. 
These items will also be donated to Chai Lifeline 
health support networks, supporting seriously ill 
children and their families.    

Dreidel Ball Co-chairs Rebecca Cooper, 

Stephanie Esquenazi and Hillary Rosenthal are 
happily steering this event for the second year. 
Speaking for the event chairs, Stephanie Esquenazi 
said: “This event will bring together children from 
across the community for a festive, fun celebra-
tion, while at the same time showing children 
the importance of mitzvoth.” Members of the 
Committee include Erika Brunwasser, Marissa 
Cohen, Romy Cohen, Jill Derikrava, Natalie 
Landres, Jordan Sanders and Jennifer Zigler.

Join the Cooper, Esquenazi, and Rosenthal 
families as sponsors of this year’s Dreidel Ball. 
See page 2 for details and ticket pricing. For 
additional information, visit ujajcc.org or contact 
Tracy Daniels at tracy@ujajcc.org or 203-552-1818.

UJA-JCC Greenwich Wishes 
You and Your Family

Happy Thanksgiving and
Happy Hanukkah
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Attention: Moms, dads, grandparents and anyone who loves books – bring your young 
children (ages 5 and under) to Greenwich Library on December 18 for an afternoon of 
storytelling, crafts and fun. Chaired by Erika Brunwasser and Rita Teichner, the popular PJ 
Library Storytime series meets four times a year with special guest readers. Asked about her 
interest in the program, Brunwasser elaborated, “As a Greenwich parent, I love joining with 
other families to celebrate children’s stories that are grounded in Jewish values.” For her part, 
Teichner stressed “the joy of seeing young brains spark in response to beautifully crafted books 
that open their minds and souls to the classic ideas and traditions of the Jewish people.”

Guest readers for upcoming story times are talented and proud “PJ Moms” Eva Kantor, 
Actor/Singer/Voiceover Artist, on November 20 and Joui Hessel, Rabbi and Educator, on 
December 18. Storytime dates for Winter/Spring are January 15 and March 19, 2019.. All 
Storytime programs take place from 4-4:45 pm at Greenwich Library (101 West Putnam 
Avenue). The series is free and open to the public. Please make reservations at ujajcc.org or by 
contacting Tracy Daniels at tracy@ujajcc.org or 203-552-1818.

PJ Library Storytime at the Greenwich Library

Coming Your Way
From PJ Library…

December is MUSIC MONTH!

PJ Library
Parent Planners 2018
Alona Altman

Erika Brunwasser
Marissa Cohen
Romy Cohen

Rebecca Cooper
Jill Derikrava

Stephanie Esquenazi
Kelly Wines Freishtat

Allison Jackson*
Jamie Kesmodel
Natalie Landres

Jody Lazlo
Staci Levy

Stephanie Otten
Hillary Rosenthal
Alexandra Saltis 
Jordan Sanders

Cori SaNogueira*
Rita Teichner

Rebecca Tipermas
Jen Smokler Zigler

*Past PJ Library Chair

The PJ Library Social Action committee 
kicked off the fall with “Picking for the 
Pantry,” with the goal of gathering fresh sea-
sonal fruit for organi-
zations that help indi-
viduals and families 
in our backyard who 
are struggling with 
food insecurity. More 
than 80 Greenwich 
moms, dads, grand-
parents and children 
took to the orchards 
at Stuart’s Farm in 
Granite Springs, New 
York to pick for the pantries. Together, they 
gathered more than 1,300 apples, which 
were then delivered to three agencies serv-
ing seniors, individuals and families: the 
Elayne & James Schoke Kosher Food 
Pantry in Stamford, CT, the Bronx Jewish 
Community Council in Riverdale, NY 
and the nOURish program in Bridgeport, 
CT. After picking, families delivered their 
apples to Schoke Kosher Food Pantry 
and had a private tour and discussion 
with CEO, Matt Greenberg, case worker 
Lois Meyer, and a recipient of the pantry 
services, to learn more about food insecu-
rity in our region. Kudos to the generous 
Greenwich families who came out to pick 
for the pantry and to our dedicated com-
mittee members: Alona Altman, Jamie 
Kesmodel, Romy Cohen and Stephanie 

Esquenazi, who coordinated the event and 
inspired their friends to get involved. PJ 
Library Chair, Jessica Rickert, working 

closely with the Social 
Action Committee, 
expressed her excite-
ment and appreciation 
for the overwhelm-
ing response to this 
program: “Sometimes 
simple can be extraor-
dinary. At the PJ 
Library Apple Picking 
for the Pantry event an 
overwhelming num-

ber of PJ Library families came out to 
feed hundreds of people in need. A huge 
gift was given but an even bigger gift was 
received by all who participated in this spe-
cial and meaningful day.

See more photos on page 12.

Families Engage in Community Service 
As Part of a Fun Day Picking Apples



November 2018     Page 3

Greenwich Jewish News

COMMUNITY
DIRECTORY

Fri., Nov. 16 ...................... 4:17 pm
Fri., Nov. 23 ...................... 4:12 pm
Fri., Nov. 30 ...................... 4:09 pm

First night of Hanukkah – 
Sun., Dec. 2

Fri., Dec. 7 ........................ 4:08 pm

Last night of Hanukkah – 
Mon., Dec. 10

Fri., Dec. 14 ...................... 4:09 pm
Fri., Dec. 21 ...................... 4:11 pm
Fri., Dec. 28 ...................... 4:16 pm
Fri., Jan. 4 ......................... 4:21 pm
Fri., Jan. 11 ....................... 4:28 pm
Fri., Jan. 18 ....................... 4:36 pm
Fri., Jan. 25 ....................... 4:45 pm
Fri., Feb. 1 ......................... 4:53 pm
Fri., Feb. 8 ......................... 5:02 pm

UJA-JCC Greenwich 
(203) 552-1818

Anti-Defamation League 
(203) 288-6500

Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy 
Lower School (203) 329-2186 
High School (203) 357-0850

Carmel Academy 
(203) 863-9663

Chavurat Deevray Torah 
(203) 637-9478 or (203) 637-5877

Chabad Lubavitch of Greenwich 
Camp Gan Israel of Greenwich 

(203) 629-9059
Gan of Greenwich Preschool 

(203) 869-1742
Congregation Shir Ami 

(203) 504-2424
Greenwich Reform 

(203) 629-0018
Congregation Kehilat Shalom 

Hebrew Wizards
(203) 249-4036

Jewish Family Services of Greenwich 
(203) 622-1881

Jewish Senior Services 
(203) 365-6400
Temple Sholom 
(203) 869-7191 
Temple Sholom 

Selma Maisel Nursery School 
(203) 622-8121
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SHABBAT & HOLIDAY
CANDLE LIGHTING

TIMES

Stay in the know about the happenings
in our Greenwich Jewish Community.

Send your email address to karen@ujajcc.org.
We will keep you up to date on everything you need to know – 
about kids, teens, young families, travel, PJ Library, newcomers, 
films, Lunch and Learn, Women’s Philanthropy, Israel and other 

Greenwich Jewish organizations.

Aharai! Follow me! Mor Carton, Manager, International 
Partnerships says “our mission is to develop and empower 
leadership skills in teens and young adults. These kids come 
from some of the most underserved populations in Israel and 
include everyone – Jews, Arabs, Bedouin and Druze.” Today 
we operate some 400 activity centers, shelters and boarding 
schools with more than 8,000 participants.   

Yossi Yacob was 
one of those par-
ticipants not long 
ago. With the sup-
port of Aharai!, 
he became a com-
mander in the army 
and later went on 

to become an engineer. Now, he is a local leader with the 
same organization that helped give him the tools to become 
a full member of Israeli society. “They just need someone to 
believe in them.” 

Beit Singer is a 
home for children 
who have been 
removed from their 
families by social 
services due to 
domestic violence, abuse and/or neglect. Nearly 100 children 
ages 8-18, 80% of whom have suffered sexual abuse, live at 
Beit Singer each year. Beit Singer is their refuge – a loving 
environment that offers specialized emotional, psychological 
and physical support.

One of the programs they are most proud of is the 
Therapeutic Zoo where Pet Therapy helps children devel-
op social skills, learn to control their emotions, and even 
improve their grades in school.

Emek Medical Center runs the “Dream Doctors” pro-
gram. While still a new concept, Medical Clown Therapy 
is now offered in 
quite a few healthcare 
facilities worldwide. 
Larry Rich, Director 
of Development & 
International Public 
Relations at the Emek 
Medical Center, says 
“These clowns accompany children to surgery and various 
in-patient procedures. The clowns seem to reduce stress, 

anxiety and fear among the children.” Rich further explained 
that studies have shown clowns can even help in healing, 
and that the presence of a medical clown has proven to be 
an effective alternative to sedating children for certain treat-
ments. “The clown is able to magically transport a child to a 
fantasy calm world where ills and pains are forgotten.” 

Emek Medical Center serves an ethnically diverse popula-
tion, composed of Jews and Arabs; people of various faiths 
– Muslims, Christians, Druze; as well as of various back-
grounds – Bedouin and Circassian. 

Haifa Rape Crisis Center continues to be a needed 
resource in Afula. “We offer support to survivors of sexual 
violence in both the Arab and Jewish communities, and 
we are needed now more than ever,” says Shani Aloni, the 
Executive Director.

In addition, the Center works to raise awareness. “We con-
duct an outreach educational and training program, visiting 
the Valley’s various educational, health, social services and 
criminal justice offices, where we present information and 
offer support services.”

The UJA-JCC Greenwich gift this year will enable the 
center to add a support group for mothers of children 
who are victims of sexual violence. 

Afula Crowns, had a dilemma: “If you feed them they 
will come.” Daniel Ben, Director of Community Centers at 
Afula Crowns, ran an afterschool program, but only 15 kids 
were showing up daily.   

When he discovered that 
the kids were hungry, a 
kitchen was set up where 
teens could cook their own 
meals. Soon some 65 teens 
from the toughest neigh-
borhoods of Afula City 
were coming every day. 

“One day a boy asked if 
he could take his meal home instead of eating it here. Why? 
He wanted to feed his hungry little brother.” From that day 
on, the center organized a program where teenagers are fed 
on the condition that they make 200 sandwiches to be dis-
tributed the next morning to local schools. Today the teens 
make 1,000 sandwiches a week, and there are requests from 
new schools asking to participate in the program.

Thanks to gifts from UJA-JCC Greenwich, they will 
be able to provide more than 7,000 sandwiches to their 
community this year.

Women’s Philanthropy Supports Agencies Serving
Women, Children, and Families in Our Sister City of Afula

This fall the Women’s Philanthropy Board skyped with representatives from five agencies which provide services on the 
ground in our sister city of Afula-Gilboa, Israel. Following highly informative presentations, the Women’s Philanthropy board 
allocated a percentage of donor funds to these deserving programs.
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“Promised Land” with Author Martin Fletcher – October 18

Greenwich Reform 
A Synagogue For Generations

Sunday, December 9, 9AM
Religious School Hanukkah party

Friday, December 7, 6PM
Hanukkah Shabbat dinner & service

Candle lighting, dreidels, dinner, and 
fun. Bring your Hanukkiah to light.

A Hanukkah breakfast of sufganiyot, 
with games, crafts, and gift making.

www.grs.org

Like so many Americans, the students of 
BCHA were shocked and saddened by the 
senseless shooting at Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Parkland, Florida last 
February that left 17 dead. The students 
were so moved by their grieving peers that 
they resolved to bring a ray of light into the 
lives of the victims and their families. 

And so they did. The day after the horrific 
incident, the student council contacted Stars 
of Hope, an organization that empowers 
children to bring hope to those in need 
through messages of healing. With kits 
provided by Stars of Hope, the students 
painted inspirational words and works of art 
on wooden stars, which were then sent to the 
Parkland students. A seemingly small act of 
kindness and compassion uplifted students 
at both ends of the tikkun olam mitzvah.

“It’s like the Rebbe said, ‘One small 
candle can light up the world,’” said Jeff 
Parness, paraphrasing the Lubavitch Rebbe 
Menachem Shneerson z”l. “It’s ‘paying it 
forward.’”

According to Mr. Parness, since it was 
launched in 2007, Stars of Hope has handed 
out well over 50,000 stars which have 

decorated communities in many U.S. states, 
as well as several other countries that have 
faced devastation and destruction.

Mr. Parness came to BCHA not only to 
spread the word about the project, but also 
to thank the school for launching this year a 
“Stars of Hope Club” – the first such club in 
the nation.

“Hopefully, the Club will serve as a model 
for schools around the country to follow,” he 
told the teachers.

BCHA Head of School Jackie Herman 
said: “The message about the importance 
of creativity, compassion and connections, 
reminds us that we are ‘better together’ – that 
every human being can make a difference in 
the world.”

Paying It Forward:
Bi-Cultural Students Create a Club Built on Hope

Photo by Judie Jacobson
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“The Kindness Advantage” with Co-Authors Dale Atkins and Amanda Salzhauer – September 27

The Board of Selectmen, Peter J. Tesei, 
First Selectman John Toner and Sandy 
Litvack, Selectmen, issued the following 
statement regarding the tragic event which 
occurred in Pittsburgh: “Our hearts and 
our prayers are with the families of those 
attacked as well as the entire Pittsburgh 
community. We condemn the murderous 
act and the hatred that inspired it. 
Greenwich is, and will continue to be, 
a community where we celebrate our 
diversity and which will not accept or 
condone rhetoric or conduct which seeks 
to diminish or attack anyone because 
of their race, creed, national origin or 
because of how they choose to worship. 
We are committed to civil discourse and 
respect for our residents.”

Greenwich and Stamford community vigil for victims of Pittsburgh’s Tree of Life Synagogue shootings.

Town of Greenwich 
Statement of 

Solidarity

Hate Isn’t the Last Word
Hundreds Attend Community Vigil After Pittsburgh Shooting
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Rabbi Vicki Axe stepped down on September 
28, as Congregation Shir Ami’s spiritual leader, 
taking a year’s sabbatical before retiring. These 
are excerpts from her sermon on Erev Rosh 
Hashanah to the congregation gathered at 
Round Hill Community Church for High Holy 
Day services:

It’s hard to sing through tears. This Shabbat 
is very emotional because it is my last as your 
rabbi, cantor, educator, administrator, and yes, 
custodian! It is highly charged with emotion 
for me and for you. It’s hard to sing through 
tears. This has been a life-long challenge. As you 
know, I am a choir geek. When I was in high 
school and college choirs, the last few notes of 
every concert were sung by the other singers. 
The music was so beautiful, so powerful, it just 
made me cry. The power of the partnership 
between God and humans in the creation and 
performance of choral pieces, whether sacred 
or secular, whether grand or intimate, always 
overwhelmed me and moved me to tears so that 
I couldn’t sing, but simply moved my lips with 
tears streaming down my cheeks.

This became a challenge as a cantor when 
I had to sing all the notes and all the words 
alone while celebrating with a child becoming a 
Bar or Bat Mitzvah, rejoicing with a bride and 
groom, or helping a family mourn the loss of a 
loved one. Some of the music for Shabbat is so 
beautiful that I can barely sing it week to week. 
And the music for the High Holy Days is truly 
awesome.

It’s hard to sing through tears. Imagine how 
difficult it was to chant at the Brit Milah for 
each of my four sons. Harold performed the 
circumcision for each of them, and I held each 
one just before the ceremony to sing “Rozinkeis 
mit Mandlen,” a Yiddish lullaby. I had to give 
myself a good pep talk: “Surely, if Harold can 
do the circumcision, you can hold it together to 

sing a little lullaby!”
It’s hard to sing through tears. 

Funerals were another challenge. 
I learned to chant Eil Maleh Rach-
amim, the traditional prayer of 
mourning, for Harold’s aunt’s 
funeral. Then I sang it for my 
sister, my father, Harold’s mother, 
and his father.

Chanting Mi Shebeirach at 
Shabbat services became very per-
sonal when I was fighting my own 
battle with breast cancer in 1994 
and again when our son, Gabe 
was treated for cancer in 2000. 
But it is no less tearful when I chant it for every 
member of our congregation who needs God’s 
blessing during challenging times.

It’s hard to sing through tears. This year the 
music elicits memory of fifteen years together. 
Fifteen years of holiday celebrations and life’s 
sacred moments together. Fifteen years of 
building a sacred community together. And 
the music holds promises of an unknown, yet 
untold future.

We’ve always felt close to our ancestors as 
they left Egypt and began their wonderings in 
the desert, a transformational, life-changing 
moment in the epic story of our Biblical history. 
Forging an unknown, uncertain future, the first 
thing they did as they stood on freedom’s shore 
was burst into song! But it wasn’t long before 
they all looked at each other and wondered, 
“What have we done?” The change from the 
known to the unknown was overwhelming. 
Even in slavery, there was comfort in the known, 
the familiar. And then in new-found freedom 
there was unbridled fear and discomfort.

Change is difficult. Change is challenging. But 
one thing we know for sure, change happens. 
There are expected changes like getting married, 

having a baby, saying good-bye 
when your child goes off to 
kindergarten or leaves for college, 
watching your parents grow old, 
and our own aging process as we 
approach our senior years. Then 
there are the unexpected changes 
– illness, loss of a loved one, 
losing a job, moving to a new 
community. Whether expected or 
unexpected, how we respond to 
the changes in our lives can affect 
the outcome.

So the question before us, 
knowing that significant changes 

are imminent for all of us – for Shir Ami, for 
Harold and me, and for everyone here: Will 
we push these changes away as something 
unwelcome, something to be feared? Or will we 
embrace them as a natural part of life, as a gift to 
be unwrapped with unknown treasures inside? 
We are Shir Ami – the Song of My People. And 
it is written repeatedly in the Book of Psalms 
to “sing a new song to God.” The injunction is 
clear.

It’s hard to sing through tears as these ancient 
texts call to us here and now to sing a new song. 
Like a parent watching my children disappear 
into the future of their lives, passing the torch to 
their teachers, their friends, their life-mates, like 
Moses watching the Israelites forging ahead to a 
promised land he will never enter, I have carried 
you as far as I can.

And now, the future of Shir Ami is in your 
hands. As it has been since our founding, let 
every member engage in the process of forging a 
meaningful and healthy future for our precious 
congregational family. We are Shir Ami, the 
Song of My People. Let our new song make our 
eyes fill up and our cheeks wet with hope and 
promise.

“It’s Hard to Sing Through Tears”
Rabbi Axe Farewell Address to Shir Ami

In the immediate days following the 
shooting at the Tree of Life Synagogue 
in Pittsburgh, Carmel Academy’s 
Middle School students gathered to 
memorialize the victims of this horrific 
act of hatred. Led by Carmel Academy’s 
Rabbi Jordan Soffer and Director 
of Guidance, Dr. Jeff Kilstein, the 
students gained a deep understanding 
of the importance of coming together 
as a community in moments of sadness 
to find comfort, to reflect and to 
discuss their feelings. The students 
also came up with ways in which 
they could support the Squirrel Hill 
community and take action in helping 
to change the world around them.

Carmel Academy Middle School students gather to pray for and honor the 11 people killed at the Tree of Life Synagogue 
in Pittsburgh.

Carmel Academy Middle School Students Gather for Prayer and Discussion 
Following the Shooting at Tree of Life Synagogue
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At every Temple Sholom 
Bar and Bat Mitzvah, we pro-
vide the child with the gift 
of her or his “Birthright” – 
a certificate that covers the 
$250 registration fee to be 
used for the otherwise free 
ten-day trip to Israel, valid 
from the time the young per-
son turns 18 until the age of 
26.

“Birthright Israel” has 
become the largest educa-
tional tourism organization 
in the world, and was created 
almost 20 years ago so as 
to “strengthen Jewish identi-
ty, Jewish communities, and 
connection with Israel and 
its people.” We are blessed 
that the gift of “Birthright” 
is supported by the State of 
Israel, philanthropists, the 
Jewish Federation system, the 
Jewish Agency for Israel, and 
Synagogues, along with par-
ents of trip participants, alum-
ni of the program, and many, 
many individual donors from 
around the world who believe 
in the Birthright mission. 
(See: https://www.birthright-
israel.com.)

Every so often I am asked: 
“How can I send my child to 
Israel at this volatile time?” 
One response I offer is that 
for those of us who have trav-
eled to Israel, we know that 
anyone reading or watching 
the news about America, 
while in Israel, might won-
der how we could return to 
America, or travel anywhere 

else in the world. But, I also 
don’t wish to minimize the 
parent’s emotional fear, even 
if it’s not quite rational.

The reality is that bad 
things do occur at times in 
Israel, just as there is sense-
less violence elsewhere, in 
our country and around the 
world. Israel experiences inci-
dents of terror, and there will 
never be a “perfect” time to 
visit our Promised Land. But, 
I can personally think back 
to some of my many visits 
to Israel. I was there during 
the first Lebanon War, and 
also during the first Persian 
Gulf War, gas mask in hand. 
I was there after the infamous 
Purim bombings, and I was 
in Israel at the height of the 
second intifada. Each time I 
went, some people thought I 
was crazy to go.

I firmly believe that for 
2000 years we prayed for our 
people’s return to the land of 
Israel, and now we belong 
to the Jewish generation that 
has lived to witness the fulfill-
ment of our Zionist dream. 
The reality that we must still 
address effectively is that for 
many Jews there will never 
be a perfect time to go, and 
the vast majority of Jews have 
never visited Israel.

In fact I read once that 
more American Jews have 
been to Italy and visited the 
Vatican than have been to 
Israel. 

Considered this way, most 

caring Jews understand that 
this is a serious problem. 
There may not be the “per-
fect” time to go to Israel, 
but, there’s usually never a 
perfect time for the most 
important items of life that 
take time, resources, and 
effort. The noted violinist, 
Isaac Stern Z’L, delivered a 
speech during the Gulf War 
when he was receiving an 
honorary doctorate from Ben 
Gurion University. He spoke 
of why he loved Israel, and 
he recalled his first visit to 
the Holy Land, a year after 
the recreation of the Jewish 
State. He said he was especial-
ly impressed by the personal 
involvement of every Israeli 
citizen in the life of the coun-
try. He recalled how after 
giving one of his first concerts 
there, he returned to his hotel 
and the night porter, who was 
washing down the walls of 
the hotel, put his mop down 
and asked, “Why did you 
change the Beethoven piece 
at the concert? I wanted to 
hear the Beethoven piece that 
was originally announced.”  
Stern said, “After this inci-
dent, I decided I will keep on 
returning to Israel as often as 
possible.”

He went on to note about 
the challenges in the Middle 
East when the then mayor of 
Jerusalem, Teddy Kollek Z’L, 
complained to him, “that 
Europeans and Asians, and 
American Christians are com-

ing to Israel, but American 
Jews are afraid to go.” Stern 
said to Mayor Kollek, to the 
gathering at Ben Gurion 
University, and throughout 
the rest of his life: “We’re 
not afraid to go. We will go 
–  we will share. For it is for 
this sharing that we are grate-
ful, because it gives us the 
strength to belong – not only 
to Israel – but most impor-
tantly, we belong to ourselves; 
we know who we are.”

Isaac Stern knew the spir-
itual charge to the Jew of 
“Lech Lecha” that God com-
manded of our Patriarch 
Abraham, thousands of years 
ago: “Lech Lecha – Go!!” 
“Go from your homeland, 
your birthplace, the house of 
your father, to the land which 
I will show you.” God pro-
claimed: “Lech Lecha – GO!” 
Not Go Later; Go NOW 
to the land that I will show 
you. This Divine charge of 
Lech Lecha applies to each 
and every Jew. It’s not just 
our birthright to visit Israel; 
it’s the fulfillment of what it 
means to be a complete Jew: 
“We belong to ourselves; we 
know who we are.”

We go to Israel in good 
times and bad, and every-
thing in between because we 
belong to our People, and 
we affirm in concrete action 
this power of belonging. We 
have to make sure our Israeli 
brothers and sisters know 
they are not alone, that we 

will stand with them both 
figuratively and literally.

Lech Lecha – Go NOW 
and start planning your travel 
to Israel.

Lech Lecha – Go NOW 
and pursue the Jewish power 
of belonging to our People.

Lech Lecha – Go NOW 
to make sure that our Israeli 
brothers and sisters know that 
we really care.

Lech Lecha – Go NOW 
because Israel needs our sup-
port now more than ever.

Like anyone we love, when 
they are in need, the best 
thing we can do for them is to 
go to them and be with them. 
And, when we are unable for 
whatever reason to be phys-
ically present, then the next 
best thing we can do is show 
them that we care with our 
daily offerings of time and 
resources.

As we pray three times a 
day: “May God who makes 
peace in the heavens above, 
make peace for us, and for all 
of Israel – Amen!”

Editor’s Note: The rabbis of 
Greenwich alternate in provid-
ing messages for each issue of the 
Greenwich Jewish News. These com-
ments are those of the Rabbi alone 
and are not meant to reflect the opin-
ions of UJA-JCC Greenwich.

From the Rabbi

Y The “Perfect” Time to Visit Israel Y
by Rabbi Mitchell Hurvitz, Temple Sholom

Welcome to Greenwich!
WE’D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!

We are delighted to welcome and introduce you to Greenwich. If you know of newcomers in 
town who would like to learn more about our vibrant and exciting Jewish community, please 

contact us at 203-552-1818.

We will extend a hearty “Welcome!”

Bonnie Citron, Chair, UJA-JCC Greenwich Newcomer Committee

Personal & Commercial 
Insurance

Steve and Hersh Batkin

from

203.302.3880
sbatkin@lampebatkin.com
www.lampebatkin.com



Page 8     November 2018

Exceptional Care at Home,
Staying Engaged Through Technology and Innovative Services

Greenwich HomeCare
Helping Our Clients Live

Safely and Confidently at Home
Call for Your Free Evaluation by Our Registered Nurse

203.489.3333

Paul Horowitz, Owner & Greenwich Resident
7 Benedict Place, Greenwich

GreenwichHomeCare@GreenwichHomeCare.com

www.GreenwichHomeCare.com HCA#0001163

Serving Greenwich & Lower Fairfield County

Come to Greenwich Reform on Sunday, January 
27, from 9:30-11 am to enjoy bagels and coffee, plus 
a fascinating presentation by Rabbi Andy Bachman, 
former Senior Rabbi at Congregation Beth Elohim 
in Park Slope Brooklyn, and founding Rabbi of the 
NYU Bronfman Center for Jewish Student Life. 

Rabbi Bachman’s interest in Eastern Europe dates 
back to his childhood, when he listened to his 
paternal grandparents’ stories about the family’s 
Belarussian roots, while eating sour kugel and sweet 
blintzes. 

He has rekindled this interest and has been 
making regular trips back to Eastern Europe. As the 
founder and president of the nonprofit Water Over 
Rocks, he is helping to restore three cemeteries in Belarus, in partnership with 
the Joint Distribution Committee and family-led organizations. Water Over 
Rocks is leading multi-faith participants to partner with organizations that 
are slowly restoring these sacred spaces and building memorials in the towns 
where Jews were murdered. It is also working with local community groups 
and schools to build interfaith dialogue about Jewish life in Europe, both past 
and present.

Rabbi Bachman’s past experience also includes work as the Director of Jewish 
Content at the 92nd Street Y, and as co-founder of Brooklyn Jews, an inno-
vative outreach program for the many unaffiliated Jews who make Brooklyn 
their home. An expert in building community, he’s currently the Executive 
Director of the Jewish Community Project in the Tribeca neighborhood of 
lower Manhattan. 

All are welcome at Greenwich Reform, 92 Orchard Street, Cos Cob! Please 
RSVP to Hadas Elias at 203-629-0018 or HadasElias@GRS.org, so we don’t 
run out of bagels!

Greenwich Reform Presents Jewish Life

Hebrew Wizards/Kehilat Shalom 
Congregation enjoyed the wonderful High 
Holiday services to mark their 14th year of 
bringing family services to the community.
We congratulate Erin Salomon, Eva Serra 
and Harley Marks on their over a decade 

commitment as students and teachers. They 
will graduate in June 2019.

This year’s themes were taking care of one 
another and honoring the elderly.

Our Yom Kippur services responded to “How 
to Grow Your Soul”

Rabbi Andy Bachman
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Barcelona Restaurant
Bead Everything

Bran and Stuart Berni
Bow Tie Cinemas Greenwich

Bruce Museum

Chelsea Piers
Daryl Roth Productions

Equinox
Exhale

Hopscotch Salon
Jaafar Tazi Salon

Maison D’Alexandre
Nail Boutique

The Old Greenwich Social Club
Saks Fifth Avenue

Soosh
Splurge Gifts

Stamford Symphony

Dr. Dale Atkins-Rosen
Rabbi Vicki L. Axe

Margie Black
Pat Brecher

Bonnie Citron

Alice Baron Delikat
Bryanna Kallman

Helen Nitkin
Jill Oberlander

Ellen Schapps Richman

Lydia Rouzeau Cohen
Alma Rutgers
Barbara Salop

Wendy Schreiber
Debra Shore

Laurie Siegel
Madeline Simon

Sandy Soule
Helen Stark

Betty Steinberg

Michele Stuart
Carolyn Surgent
Jane Weitzman

Mugs Zales
Nancy Zisson

Thank You to All Our Fall Brunch Supporters
Raffle Donors

Patrons

Many thanks and kudos to Fall Brunch 2018 Co-Chairs Carolyn Surgent and Madeline Simon for their creative leadership and dedication.
Mazel Tov to honorees Debbie Daum, Dina Klein Lunder and Yael Rosen.

THE SUMMIT ON ANTI-SEMITISM AND HATE
®

Register now at NeverIsNow.org#NeverIsNow18

12.03.18
NEW YORK CITY
METROPOLITAN PAVILION

REGISTER NOW
at NeverIsNow.org

Never Is Now is the nation’s principal event designed to explore the contemporary 
drivers of anti-Semitism and all forms of hate. You’re invited to join ADL, along with 
other experts, academics and leaders in a variety of fields, to learn and be inspired to 
make a difference. Contact the Connecticut Office of ADL to learn more and join us. 
Call Linda Cardillo at (203) 780-0201 or email LCardillo@adl.org

©
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UJA-JCC Greenwich Women’s Philanthropy took a 
local excursion to the Jewish Senior Services campus 
in Bridgeport, a recipient of support from UJA-JCC 
Greenwich. It is a state-of-the-art long term care 
facility for Jewish families in our region, providing 
neighborhood life in a “home” setting, including 
therapy, recreation and stimulation for the residents. 
Following a tour of the beautiful community facility, 
which also houses UJA Federation, Mercaz Community 
High School for Judaic Studies and the local JCC, our 
group participated in Art Therapy with the residents. 
Kudos to Excursion Chairs, Sheila Neilinger and Andi 
Fern for coordinating this visit.

Women’s Philanthropy Visits Jewish Senior Services in Bridgeport

Tracy Daniels, Gaby Isman, Jessica Rickert, Carolyn Surgent, Kim Sands, Bran Berni, Sheila Neilinger, 
Silvina Knoll
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CARL AND DOROTHY BENNETT CENTER
FOR JUDAIC STUDIES

CHABAD OF GREENWICH

ADULT
EDUCATIONAL
OFFERINGS

Are you considering taking a class or 
attending a lecture this Winter?

Look no further!
Here is a list of what’s going on 

right here in the 
Greater Greenwich Jewish Community.

Check UJA-JCC Greenwich calendar for updated schedule.

Talmudic Values that Challenge Us Today
Rabbi Eric Hoffman .................................................................................November 15

No session ..........................................................................Thanksgiving, November 22

The Book of Joe: Words to Teach Your Children
Rabbi Irwin Huberman .......................................................................... November 29

A Rabbi Walks into a Bar...
Chaim Lauer ...................................................................................................December 6

A Page from Written & Oral Law
Rabbi Moshe Edelman ...........................................................................December 13

The Kabbalah of Fashion
Rabbi Menachem Feldman ................................................................December 20

The Afterlife
Marty Flashner ............................................................................................December 27

Technologies of Torah Study
Dr. Liz Shayne .....................................................................................................January 3

Fascinating Rhythm
Rabbi Greg Wall .............................................................................................January 10

Tu B’Shvat According to Shamai and Hillel
Rabbi Elisha Paul............................................................................................January 17

Witness: Lessons from Elie Wiesel’s Classroom
Ariel Burger .......................................................................................................January 24

God Laughed
Chaim Lauer ..................................................................................................... January 31

A Story of Friendship in Times of Illness
Yael Smooha .......................................................................................................February 7

The Little Purim
Rabbi Yossi Deren ........................................................................................February 14

The Land of Israel & the Jewish People
Ze’ev Aviezer ....................................................................................................February 21

Sponsored by Rita Edelston

Jacoby-Lunin Humanitarian Lecture
“A Voice of Conscience: Uncovering Mass Murder from the Holocaust to Today”
With Fr. Patrick Desbois, Commission for Relations with Judaism of the French 
Bishops’ Conference
Wednesday, November 15, 8:00 p.m., Quick Center for the Arts

Adolph and Ruth Schnurmacher Lecture
“How American Jews Mobilized to Free Soviet Jewry: Lessons for Activism 
Today”
Witn Dr. Shaul Kelner, Associate Professor of Sociology & Jewish Studies, 
Vanderbilt University
Tuesday, November 28, 7:30 p.m., Dolan School of Business Dining Room

Sunday Morning Torah Study – 9:30-10:30 am 
Email RabbiFeldman@ChabadGreenwich.org for information.
Parsha with Classic Commentaries – Thursdays, 9:45-10:45 am
Chassidic Philosophy Class – Shabbat, 8:45-9:30 am
New! Tanya Class - For Women
Tuesdays, 11am Led by Mrs. Maryashie Deren

GREENWICH REFORM
Introduction to Judaism  with Rabbi Jordie Gerson
Tuesdays, 7:30-9:00 pm (meets twice monthly)
Ethical Issues in Judaism with Rabbi Robert Rothman – Sundays, 10:30 am
GRS Reads! – Thursday, January 17, 7:30 pm
Discussion of The Cloister, by James Carroll 
Jewish Life in Eastern Europe with Rabbi Andy Bachman
Sunday, January 27, 9:30 am

To confirm dates and to register for these free classes, call 203-629-0018 or 
email info@grs.org.

Author Series
The Weight of Ink with Author Rachel Kadish
Wednesday, November 28
The Lost Family with Author Jenna Blum
Tuesday, January 29
Author talks take place at the YWCA, 259 E. Putnam Ave., at 10:00 am

Davis Film Festival – Bow Tie Cinema Greenwich, 7:00 pm, $15 per film
Dreaming of a Jewish Christmas – Wednesday, December 5

Annual Meeting – a Ted Talk-Style Event
How Religion, Rescue & Repair Create a Community of Culture & Caring
“God is in the Crowd: Twenty-first Century Judaism,” with Tal Keinan
“The Opposite of Hate: a Field Guide to Repairing Our Humanity,”
With Sally Kohn
“Rescue Board: 
The Untold Story of America’s Efforts to Save the Jews of Europe,”
With Rebecca Erbelding
Wednesday, December 12, Greenwich Arts Council, 299 Greenwich, Ave., 7:30 pm

UJA-JCC GREENWICH

TEMPLE SHOLOM
Shabbat Study with Temple Sholom Clergy – Saturdays, 9:00-10:00 am

Lunch & Learn – Tuesdays, 12:00-1:00 pm
Kosher lunch provided
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Women’s Philanthropy Fall Brunch – November 7
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PJ Library Community Service Event for Kids and Families –
Apple Picking for the Schoke Kosher Food Pantry, October 14

UJA-JCC Greenwich kicked off the new year with JBabies & Tots 
on the Town at Greenwich Reform. Moms and children enjoyed 
visiting and songs with Rabbi Jordie and Eliana Hall, Director of 
Education. JBabies Chair, Rebecca Cooper was happy to host the 
program, “It only takes an hour to begin connections that can last 
a lifetime,” she said. “JBabies is designed to bring people together 

and plant the seeds for friendships that will deepen and grow with 
our children. We greatly appreciated Rabbi Jordie’s time and warm 
reception, and enjoyed visiting with new friends at GRS.”

Future JBabies events will take place on Tuesdays, 9:30-10:am, 
January 8, April 9, and May 7.

JBabies
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Davis Film Festival
Wednesdays, 7 pm

Bow Tie Cinema, 2 Railroad Avenue, Greenwich
$15 per film

Dreaming of a
Jewish Christmas
December 5
Did you know that Jewish songwriters 
wrote the soundtrack to Christianity’s most 
musical holiday? Let the movie entertain 
you with harmony by immigrant outsiders 
from Irving Berlin to Mel Tormé.
Larry Weinstein / Documentary / Canada / 52 min.

Shoelaces
January 16
In this emotional family saga, crusty mechanic 
Reuven reluctantly takes in his intellectually-
challenged son Gadi after his mother’s untimely 
death. Thoughtful, poignant and unexpectedly 
funny, Shoelaces explores the complex dynamics 
of adult parent-child relationships through the 
delicate lens of its special-needs hero.
Jacob Goldwasser / Drama / Israel / 98 min.

Redemption
February 6
Desperate to raise money for his daughter’s 
potentially life-saving treatment, a widowed 
father does battle with his newfound religious 
faith and the rock ‘n’ roll he thought he’d left 
behind. Winner of the Audience Award at the 
Jerusalem Film Festival.
Joseph Madmony, Boaz Yehonatan Yacov / Drama /
Israel / 104 min.
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For more information and to register visit ujajcc.org or call 203-552-1818.

Bring a Stuffy
Make a Stuffy

Sunday, February 24 -- 3:00-4:30 pm
UJA-JCC Greenwich

$36 per family
Come for a cozy storytime in PJs and make a 

stuffy for kids who live in shelters. Doing good 
and having fun together.

Coordinated by the  PJ Library Social Action Com-
mittee: Alona Altman, Romy Cohen, Stephanie 
Esquenazi, Jaime Kesmodel & Jessica Rickert
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Committed To Getting 
The Results You Deserve

STACY YOUNG
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson CT & NY

917.816.6733  | stacy.young@raveis.com
stacyyoung.raveis.com

Greenwich Brokerage

45 Field Point Rd, 

Greenwich, CT

Scarsdale Brokerage

1 Palmer Ave, 

Scarsdale, NY

The Sisterhood of Temple Sholom recently donated 40 
women’s tallitot to the congregation as a way to encourage 
women to participate in the tradition. These beautiful 
prayer shawls were designed by artist Sarah Resnick of 
Advah Designs and are each made of silk crepe de chine, a 
soft and lightweight fabric. There is now an assortment of 
colors and designs to choose from. 

“Sisterhood decided to make this donation to Temple 
Sholom as a way to encourage more women to wear tallitot. 
They looked at the older more traditional ones that we have 
and thought a new selection might be more enticing,” said 
Eileen Robin, Executive Director of Temple Sholom. 

The prayer shawls came with untied tzitzit made from 
Israeli kosher wool. Tzitzit are the four fringes that hang 
from the corners of the tallit. Phyllis Shapiro, co-president 
of Sisterhood, organized a group that included Rabbi Chaya 
Bender, Cantor Sandy Bernstein and Rabbinic Intern Kevin 
Peters and an assortment of volunteers to finish the tallitot.

Temple Sholom Sisterhood 
Donates Women’s Tallitot

Save the Date
for the

UJA-JCC
Women’s Philanthropy 
Education Symposium!

Featuring Three Amazing Journeys of
Life, Survival and Courage

Angela Himsel

Yvette Corporon

Dawn Raffel
Wednesday,

March 27th, 2019
9:15 am

Greenwich Reform
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    JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES OF GREENWICH

Our mission-driven work to improve the lives of families and individuals 
of all ages in the Greenwich community continues as usual. The great news is 
that Lisa-Loraine Smith is continuing to work with JFS as the Interim Clinical 
Director. Lisa will be providing professional oversight to all of our social workers 
and support groups.

And more great news: JFS is now taking insurance to cover our clinical 
services! We are starting with Husky A, B, C, & D; Medicare; and Anthem/Blue 
Cross Blue Shield. We expect to add more health insurance plans soon.

Please continue to refer family and friends who might be facing challenges to 
JFS for counseling and caring support. Thanks for supporting JFS of Greenwich!

JFS is Here for You!
…And we are well on the way to hiring a new executive director

Thanks to Rita Edelston for hosting Book Beat this 
year. We had a lively discussion of The German Girl, 
by Armando Lucas Correa, for our first meeting in 
September, led by Judi Margolin.

The next two books will be Waking Lions by Ayelet 
Gundar-Goshen (November 28) and The Ruined House by 
Ruby Namdar (January 23). Call 203-622-1881 or email 
ebrown@jfsgreenwich.org for more details and to join us!

The Jewish Health and Healing Center partnered with Greenwich-area Jewish clergy to 
bring the holidays to senior facilities. Thank you to Chabad of Greenwich, Congregation 
Shir Ami, and Temple Sholom for leading us in prayer, song, and celebration.

Book Beat:
For Those Who Love to Read

Helping Seniors Celebrate
the Jewish Holidays All Around Town

JFS in the Community
Did you catch us at the October Health 

& Wellness Expo at the Eastern Greenwich 
Civic Center? As a Community Ambassador 
with the Greenwich Commission on Aging, 
JFS has a table every year to promote our 
programs and sign up volunteers. Thanks 
to all who stopped by to say hello, and 
especially to those who signed up to be our 
newest shoppers!

Supermarketing for Seniors program 
director, Elyse Brown, participates in 
Medicare Part D Open Enrollment clinics 
run by the Greenwich Commission on 
Aging as a trained counselor. By reviewing your list of medications, counselors can help 
you save hundreds of dollars – if not thousands – on prescription costs in 2019. Open 
Enrollment runs through December 7; there’s still time to sign up for a clinic. Call the 
Commission at 203-862-6710 to reserve time with a counselor. 

PROACTIVE STRATEGIES
• New Tools: Exploring Your Wellbeing 
 - second Tuesday of the month
• Author Talks: Highlighting Personal Journeys to Wholeness 
 - third Tuesday of the month
• Small Circle Conversations: Encouraging Intimate Discussions
 About Unique Situations 
 - first Thursday of the month
• Heal by Helping Others: Volunteer to Shop for the Homebound 
 - once a week

ONGOING SUPPORT GROUPS
• Bereavement
• Divorce
• After-the-Divorce
• Living Well in Later Life
• Parents of LGBTQ
• Fractured Families

ONGOING PROGRAMMING 
• JFS Book Beat
• Interfaith Conversations
• Working Moms Night Out
• Jewish Forties and Fifties
• Bikur Cholim Holiday Programming
• Renewal of Body, Renewal of Spirit Healing Service
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    JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES OF GREENWICH

Scheduled for Surgery?
After months of delay, when you finally 

schedule your knee, hip, or shoulder 
replacement, include free Supermarketing 
for Seniors services in your discharge plan!

If access to groceries is the only thing 
standing between your return home and 
an extended stay in rehab, let our trained 
shoppers smooth your path home. We can 
even shop before your discharge if that will 
make things easier. We’re here for you!

Call Elyse Brown at 203-622-1881, 
or email ebrown@jfsgreenwich.org to 
schedule a shopper.

INSURANCE
NOW

ACCEPTED
Husky/Medicaid, 

Anthem, more to come 
soon!

JFS offers 
comprehensive 
counseling for 

individuals, couples and 
families by licensed 

clinical social workers 
in a confidential 

setting.
203-622-1881

On September 26, more than 70 friends of JFS 
joined staff and board members who came together to 
toast beloved Executive Director, Lisa-Loraine Smith, 
in celebrating her 15 years of service. Board President, 
Nancy Peters, praised Lisa’s special gift for nurturing 
people and finding new ways to serve the community’s 
social services needs, while staff members shared tales 
of her leadership and accomplishments. Under Lisa’s 
direction, the agency grew significantly; JFS is now 
offering a rich array of ongoing support groups for 

individuals and families facing personal challenges, and 
has expanded its individual counseling services. Lisa 
supported Jewish Greenwich in many ways. Everyone 
at the gathering wished Lisa a hearty mazel tov on her 
new position as Chief Program Officer at the Network 
of Jewish Human Service Agencies, where she will be 
working to strengthen JFS agencies across the country 
and beyond, to enable them to better serve their 
communities. We look forward to Lisa serving as an 
advocate for JFS at the Network.

Special Celebration in Honor of Lisa-Loraine Smith

SPECIAL DONATIONS to JFS

If you would like to honor or memorialize someone by making a donation to Jewish 
Family Services of Greenwich, we will send a note of acknowledgment to the person or family 
involved, informing them of your generosity.

In Honor of:
 Arlene Wexler & Robert Perler, by Neil & Leslie Soifer
 Lisa-Loraine Smith: We are grateful to the many people who donated in 

honor of Lisa-Loraine Smith: Ruth Anapol, Elyse Brown, Marilyn Cooper, 
Meredith Curreri, Jennifer & Thomas Davidson, Daniel Dobryn, Rita 
Edelston, Peter Furth, Leslie Gold, Nancy Gold, Caroline Hirschfeld, Lise 
Jameson, Sheila Kantor, Jan Kaplowitz, Sandi Klein, Pamela Liflander, Pauline 
Maerov, Ariel Manacher, Joan Merdinger, Willow & Tim Oberweger, Barbara 
Onish, Norma Perlstein, Barbara Salop, Cyd & Josef Sieghart, Eleanor Silber, 
Rebecca & Jonathan Tipermas, Anne & Arthur Wichman, Nancy Zisson

In Memory of:
 Linda Batkin, Lola Meyers, Barry Siegel, Jerry Tiffany, by Phyllis Shapiro 

& Marty Flashner

Suzanne Shemin Katz
d: 203.618.3161
c: 917.902.4472

suzanne.katz@sothebyshomes.com

Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a registered trademark.

GREENWICH BROKERAGE | sothebyshomes.com/greenwich
1 PICKWICK PLAZA, GREENWICH, CT

Personal & Commercial 
Insurance

Steve and Hersh Batkin

203.302.3880
sbatkin@lampebatkin.com
www.lampebatkin.com

203-629-0018
info@grs.org

Saturday, Dec. 15 at 5:30PM

Join us at 5:30 for pizza, followed by a short Havdalah 
service. While the kids enjoy a Jewish-themed movie, 
the adults can relax with wine and cheese. Kids can 
come in PJs and bring sleeping bags.

RSVP Required!

Greenwich Reform 
A Synagogue For Generations

Family Movie Night
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Congregation Shir Ami is pleased to 
announce that guest cantor, Ellen Dreskin, 
will lead monthly Shabbat services October 
through November and on December 7 at 
First Presbyterian Church in Greenwich.

According to, Rick Mason, co-president, 
founding member, and 
technical chair, “We plan 
to honor the legacy that 
Rabbi Axe has established, 
to continue our passion for 
Jewish life and learning, for 
music as a cultural heritage, 
social justice as a mandate, 
and caring for one another 
as a way of life.”

“We have something very 
special,” added co-president, 
founding member, and religious school 
teacher Dahni Nisinzweig. “We are a very 
close group of congregants who really 
care about each other and who want to 
continue together as a congregation. As we 
explore our options, Ellen Dreskin, whom 
I have known for many years, is a person 
with experience and substance, whom we 

believe can help us as we determine the 
best way to move forward.

“As an active synagogue consultant and 
clergy coach in the areas of liturgical 
innovation, personal prayer practice, and 
communal worship skills,” noted Cantor 

Dreskin, “I am looking 
forward to celebrating 
Shabbat with the Shir 
Ami community over 
the next few months and 
helping them through this 
transitional time.” “We are 
excited to take these next 
steps as a congregational 
family,” pointed out Joel 
Collamer, treasurer and 
founding member. “We 

hope to welcome Cantor Dreskin with 
our unique brand of Shir Ami warmth and 
caring.”

All are welcome to the Shabbat service led by 
Cantor Ellen Dreskin on December 7, 7:30 at 
First Presbyterian Church, One West Putnam 
Avenue, Greenwich. For information about all 
Shir Ami events visit congregationshirami.org or 
call (203) 900-7976.

Shir Ami Honors Legacy and Forges a Future

Better2B
Community Service

Hebrew Wizards launched a new 
community service program for all

ages monthly on Saturday mornings.

Please join us for GRS’ newest adult education offering. Our Introduction to Judaism 
course meets at Greenwich Reform on Tuesday nights, from 7:30 to 9 pm, twice a 
month through the school year. This 90-minute class will cover holidays, Jewish values, 
Jewish history and God, and is a refresher course for Jews by birth, a supplemental course 
for Jews by choice (or those considering conversion) and a chance to ask all the questions 
you’ve ever wanted to ask. The class will be taught by Rabbi Jordie with occasional guest 
teachers, and will include an optional half hour adult b’nei mitzvah prep supplement 
from 9 to 9:30 pm.

In two years, Greenwich Reform will be calling our first adult b’nei mitzvah class to 
the Torah. Students in that class will be expected to attend the 30-minute b’nei mitzvah 
intensive at the end of each Intro to Judaism class. This supplement will cover liturgy, the 
prayerbook, and ma’ariv (evening) and shacharit (morning) Shabbat tefilot (services), as 
well as the Torah service. The b’nei mitzvah supplement is open to all who are interested 
in learning liturgy and the prayer book, but primarily is for those becoming a bar or bat 
mitzvah.

The class is free, and all are welcome; space is limited, so don’t delay. The fee for 
the two-year adult b’nei mitzvah class is $720 for GRS congregants. To RSVP, contact 
Temple Administrator Hadas Elias at HadasElias@GRS.org or call 203-629-0018 with 
questions. We look forward to learning together.  

Introduction to Judaism with Rabbi Jordie Gerson

Schools are for learning – and a heavy dose of school spirit helps make the learning 
easier and more pleasurable. That was the thinking of Rabbi Yehuda Jeiger, assistant 
principal for Judaic studies of Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy, when he showed up 
at the BCHA Upper School one recent afternoon with loads of hot cocoa in tow…
and proceeded to set up a one-of-a-kind hot cocoa bar with just about every topping 
imaginable for the students to choose from. “It’s our very first ‘Pop Up at Morning 
Flex,’” he explained, stressing the building of ruach – school spirit. “It was a really 

fun treat and a great 
way to get to know 
the kids outside the 
classroom. And we 
look forward to many 
more fun mornings 
with our terrific high 
school students.”

BCHA Uses Hot Cocoa to Take Aim at School Spirit
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Carmel Academy students got their hands 
dirty and their toes wet as they experienced 
the rituals surrounding the Hebrew month 
of Tishrei. In the days leading up to Rosh 
Hashanah, Carmel’s sixth grade students spent 
the afternoon with Rabbi Schneur Wilhelm of 
the Chabad of Milford, who teaches about the 
crafts of Judaism. He led the sixth graders in a 
hands-on shofar workshop, where each student 
cleaned, sawed, sanded and created his or her 
very own shofar.

“The Rosh Hashanah Amida is made up of 
three parts: Shofarot, Zichronot (remembrance), 
and Malkhuyot (kingship). At Carmel, each 
Middle School grade studies one of the sections 
and each has a corresponding experiential 
activity to help students grasp the meaning 
and relevancy of the ancient liturgy,” said 
Rabbi Jordan Soffer, Carmel Academy’s Rabbi-
in-Residence. “By making the shofar with their 
own two hands, our students gained a deep 
appreciation about how remarkable a shofar 
is, and, at the same time, how accessible it is,” 
Rabbi Soffer said.

In the days leading up to Yom Kippur, the 
entire student body traveled to Greenwich Point 
beach to learn together, reflect and then to have 
a communal Tashlich. The students sat in small 
groups on the sand, as the school’s 5th-8th 
graders taught the younger students about the 
meaning and significance of Tashlich. Each 
student wrote or illustrated her or his intentions 
for the new year on dissolvable paper. Then, 
students walked to the shore to cast these notes 
into the flowing water.

As the students gathered along the shoreline, 
Rabbi Soffer invited them to glance at the 

horizon. He told them: “Take a look at the 
water and notice how the horizon stretches as 
far as the eye can see. Think about our potential 
to change and to do mitzvot, which is as wide as 
the vast water in front you.”

Carmel Academy Students Connect with Ancient Jewish Traditions

Carmel Academy sixth grade students Sam Bier and 
Abby Malkin work together to make a shofar.

Carmel Academy fourth grade students Miri Young, 
Sebastian Freedberg and Zachary Braun walk to the 

water at Greenwich Point to do Tashlich.

Hebrew Wizards Color War Teams 5779
Nachshon vs. Eliyahu

TEMPLE SHOLOM’S  
Party Planning Showcase & Mitzvah Project Fair

Sunday, January 6, 2019 from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm
300 EAST PUTNAM AVENUE, GREENWICH, CT

Come meet over 30 local vendors specializing in photography, entertainment,  
catering, décor, floral arrangements and much more at our FREE showcase!

REGISTER IN ADVANCE at: www.templesholom.com/PartyPlanningShowcase2019

Representatives from non-profit organizations will also be on hand to help with mitzvah project ideas!
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It was a serene autumn day at Carmel Academy 
when a group of the school’s seventh and eighth 
graders were summoned to the science lab to 
deal with an “urgent” matter. The students, all 
part of a forensic science elective class, rushed 
excitedly to the courtyard where they were met 
with an unexpected scenario – a mock crime 
scene, where poor “Fred” had met with an 
unfortunate demise. The students immediately 
went to work as detectives, making observations, 
searching for clues, discussing their theories and 
comparing notes.

The mysterious whodunit was a way for Carmel 
science teacher Kelly Mulligan to introduce her 
students to the important work, skills and 
techniques used by forensic scientists. Each 
trimester, Middle School students at Carmel 
get to choose an elective class to delve into 
topics of their personal interests. Less formal 
than traditional academic topics, elective classes 
range from “Art for Social Justice” to “Yoga, 
Meditation & Mindfulness” to “Film Study.”

“I am so excited that this class is being offered,” 
said 8th-grader Naomi Seligmann, who has a 

deep interest in the forensic sciences and hopes 
to work for the FBI one day. “The elective 
not only gives students a window into the 
skills and techniques used by forensic scientists, 

but also the importance this science brings 
to solving complicated crimes and in helping 
exonerate those who are wrongly imprisoned or 
convicted,” Mulligan said.

Classroom labs include fingerprint, hair and 
fiber analysis, blood typing and how DNA is 
used to help solve crimes. “I have whorls on my 
fingertips,” said 8th-grader Atara Ivri, who also 
noted that she learned there are three types of 
fingerprints – whorls, arches and loops. “I used 
to look at my fingertips and just see lines. Now I 
know there are different fingerprint types.”

“The students are learning that forensic 
scientists don’t work in a vacuum. Different 
areas of science – biology, chemistry and physics 
– are all connected in crime solving,” Mulligan 
said. What is certain to be a popular class will 
be when students try to solve a crime using 
all their new lab skills and evidence gathering 
techniques, Mulligan added. They will also have 
to learn to work together and be open to each 
other’s ideas and opinions. “I can’t wait for the 
class each week,” said 8th-grader Ariela Hope. 
“Solving crimes is more than what you see in 
the movies. There is a lot more science than I 
thought.”

Carmel Academy Students Become
Forensic Investigators in New Science Class

Carmel Academy Middle School students investigate 
a mock crime scene as part of a newly offered forensic 

science elective class.

HEBREW WIZARDS IS A
FUN JEWISH EXPERIENCE
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235 GLENVILLE RD 3RD FL, GREENWICH, CT 06831

1 HCA # 0000696 | 2 HHA # 0040

203.532.0500

SERVING LOWER FAIRFIELD COUNTY, CT

WWW.STERLINGCARE.COM

FOR A FREE CONSULTATION, CONTACT
 STEVEN B. KATZ JD, MBA, LLM, MPH, CPA, CMC, CDP, FACHE 

203.532.0500 
INFO@STERLINGCARE.COM

THRIVE IN THE 
COMFORT OF 

YOUR OWN HOME

COMPANIONS & HOMEMAKERS 1 | GERIATRIC CARE MANAGEMENT
CERTIFIED MEDICAL HOME HEALTH AGENCY 2

Recently, students at Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy-Upper School 
(BCHA) had the opportunity to learn about some of the vital programs 
and services at Schoke Jewish Family Service – such as the kosher food 
bank and the winter jacket drive – from JFS staff members Rebekah 
Kanefsky and Yolly Faratci. For the past few years, the BCHA high 

schoolers have participated in the JFS Pesach Food Drive, and last year 
the students and their families donated coats to the winter jacket drive. 
As part of BCHA curriculum, students participate in at least 15 hours of 
volunteer work per school year. At the end of the presentation, students 
had the opportunity to sign up for ongoing volunteer activities with JFS.

Bi-Cultural High School Students Learn About the Important Work of JFS

Meet and hear from Bassem Eid, a Jerusalem-based political 
analyst, human rights pioneer and expert commentator in Arab 
and Palestinian affairs. In 2016, Eid assumed the role of chairman 
of the Center for Near East Policy Research, a non-partisan 
organization, dedicated to exposing human rights violations 
and supporting a democratic and pluralistic Palestine. Bassem 
Eid also is an outspoken critic of the Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions movement, otherwise known as BDS.

SAVE THE DATE!
Thursday, March 7, 2019

an Evening with Bassem Eid
Pacesetter Event for UJA-JCC Donors of $10,000 and Up

SAVE THE DATE
Thursday, April 11, 2019

UJA-JCC Celebration

Chairs:
Marjorie & Steven Black and Christine & Jeff Toback

Honoring

Alice & Michael 
Delikat

with the

Hillel Silverman 
Community 

Service Award

Arch Street Teen Center
7 pm

#3 Ranked Agent in Greenwich 2016
#9 Ranked REAL Trends “America’s Best” CT 2017

#1 Real Estate Brokerage in Greenwich

HOULIHANLAWRENCE.COM/GREENWICH

For all your real estate needs.

Mobile: 203.249.0858
GLewis@HoulihanLawrence.com
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Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy of 
Connecticut (BCHA) has announced the 
school’s participation in the Legacy Heritage 
Instructional Leadership Institute’s Tanakh 
Standards and Benchmark Project. According 
to BCHA Head of School Jackie Herman, 
over the course of the next two years, the 
Judaic Studies staff will immerse themselves 
in rich Tanakh study. Faculty members will 
explore various facets of the Tanakh, plan 
curricula in teams, use protocols to fine 
tune instruction and create outcome-oriented 
benchmarks and assessments.

She explains: “It is our vision that by the 
time they graduate from BCHA, our students 
will be independent and astute readers of the 
biblical text in Hebrew. They will develop 
a love of Torah study and embrace it as an 
inspiring resource that informs their values 
and influences their moral commitments and 
their ways of interacting with the world.” 
To date more than 80 Jewish schools from 
across denominations have participated in 
the Institute’s professional and leadership 
programs of the Jewish Theological Seminary.

The newly-formed Bi-Cultural Hebrew 
Academy of Connecticut serves grades pre-K 
through 12. It opened its doors this September as 
an outgrowth of the merger between Bi-Cultural 
Day School and the Jewish High School of 
Connecticut, both located in Stamford.

Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy
to Participate in

National Leadership Institute
SING ALONG TO THE

ALEPH BET RAP
by Hebrew Wizards

HOW?
To master your Hebrew letters–

Search “Aleph Bet Rap” on YouTube
and sing along!

Fall Happenings at
Temple Sholom’s Selma 
Maisel Nursery School

The Selma Maisel Nursery School of 
Temple Sholom’s Gardening Club looking 

at the vegetables that they harvested in their 
garden..

Learning how to blow a shofar in celebration 
of the High Holidays.

Greenwich Reform 
Book Group

All are welcome at 
Greenwich Reform 
for the next meet-
ing of GRS READS 
on Thursday, January 
17, at 7:30 pm, when 
we’ll discuss an extraor-
dinary novel, The 
Cloister, by James Carroll, available from 
the Greenwich library, bookstores, and 
on Amazon in paper, as an e-book, or 
in audio format. Join us for an informal 
group discussion plus coffee and dessert!

Published in March 2018, rave reviews 
include: 

“The Cloister poetically ping-pongs 
between Abélard’s abbey in Saint-Denis 
in the 1100s, elsewhere in France during 
and after World War II, and Upper 
Manhattan in the early 1950s.…Carroll 
weaves a patchwork of disparate threads, 
threads unraveled from clerical vestments, 
that, when quilted together, spell out the 
single word that the book embodies…
Incandescent.”–New York Times

Contact Temple Administrator Hadas 
Elias at HadasElias@GRS.org or call 203-
629-0018 with questions or to make a 
reservation for this free event at GRS, 92 
Orchard Street, Cos Cob.
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Greenwich resident Marty Flashner is pictured here 
at the General Assembly in Tel Aviv with a soldier 
from Special in Uniform. Special in Uniform is an 
innovative program supported by UJA-JCC funding. It 
integrates youth with disabilities into the Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF) and helps prepare them for careers follow-
ing army service.

The program was founded to give everyone a right 
to fulfill her or his potential and to be accepted into 
society, regardless of a disability. Special in Uniform 
goes beyond the walls of IDF bases, helping its 
graduates integrate into the workforce and into Israeli 
society in meaningful ways.

Everyone Belongs

LIGHTS, WATER, ACTION: UGANDA!

“Getting to 10,000” – October 21 at Stop & Shop
On October 21, eight teens from Greenwich and 

surrounding areas participated in an event at Stop & 
Shop on West Putnam Avenue from 9:30 am-2:00 pm. 
The goal was to raise money toward “The Packing Project 
10,000+,” which will take place on March 31, 2019, at 
Carmel Academy. On that day teens plan to pack 10,000 
meals for local food pantries. JTAC is partnering with The 
Outreach Program and local organizations to make this 
happen. At the Stop & Shop event, JTAC teens engaged 
enthusiastically with community members. They raised 
$360 in donations toward the goal of $2500! Thank 
you to all teens, their families, Stop & Shop staff, and 
Greenwich Stop & Shop shoppers for their generous 
donations!

Teens Attend Planning Session for Fundraising 
Aimed at Hunger and Breast Cancer

At its October 14 meeting, JTAC teens 
gathered for dinner and ice breakers, then 
made posters for the “Getting to 10,000” 
fundraising event held at Stop and Shop on 
October 21. The goal is to raise $2500 by 
Spring 2019 in order to pack and donate 
10,000 meals to people in need.  JTAC is 
partnering with the Outreach Program and 
other Jewish food pantries in the area to 
help feed hungry people and their families.

The teens are committed to raising 
awareness about hunger and poverty. At 
the meeting they applied their creativity to 
making posters to spread the word! Since 
October was Breast Cancer Awareness 
month, JTAC teens also outlined their 
own hands in pink to demonstrate support 
for Sharsheret, the incredible Jewish breast 
cancer prevention organization.
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Making a better world  
takes the right ingredients.

This Hanukkah while you’re frying up the latkes, serve something that 
will make it an even happier holiday for the whole family — especially 
your global family. 
The recipe is simple: Pour in a heaping mixture of nurturing and 
strengthening Jewish life. Add helping the vulnerable, inspiring the 
young, and safeguarding our people. All these ingredients are automati-
cally folded in together through your gift to UJA-JCC Greenwich. So, 
please measure generously. Make it a truly happier Hanukkah for your 
entire family. Give today.

THE CENTER FOR 
  JEWISH COMMUNITY, 
     CULTURE & CARING 

One Holly Hill Lane
Greenwich, CT 06830

203-552-1818
ujajcc.org


